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THOMAS RODNEY. 

BY SIMON GRATZ, ESQ. 

(Continued from page 142.) 

Thomas Rodney to Ccesar A. Rodney. 

Natchez December 2 d 1803 
My dear Son 

I only arrived at this Place yesterday Evening and 
Immediately rode out to Washington where M r . Wil- 
liams had arrived the day before and formed the Board 
agreable to Law — I can yet say to you that I have not 
been unwell since I left Home but I have not Time yet 
to Inform you of our progress since my Last Letter 
but will just mention to you that we got once Ship- 
wrecked in the Misisipi as well as in the Ohio — Our 
Boat run on a Secret Snag which instantly Rushed 
through her bottom and made a hole 6 inches Square 
or more when we were 150 miles from any Inhabitants 
— we lost many things by not being able with our Skiff 
to get them out before our Boat Sunk but saved our 
most material things by Great Dexterity & Exertion — 
We Seemed however to be in a distress Situation with 
out any resource but in ourselves — Presently after we 
Left the boat the Current over set her and Tore her 
off the Snag which occasioned her ankor to fall out 
and that held her from being Carried away by the 
Torrent of the Misisipi we then towed her to the shore 
and had to Encamp on a mud bank all night — and next 
day we Turned her bottom upward mended the break 
ourselves and then Righted her again and Bailed her 
and Slept in her again the next night and the next morn- 
ing proceeded on again and Met with no further Mis- 
chief — and tho we were all in the water and wet during 
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this business none of us Cau'. Cold or were unwell — You 
must excuse any further Communication at this Time 
only that Govern 1 ". Claybourne Set off today to take 
possession of New Orlians &c and that I was disap- 
pointed in not receiving a letter from you or Fisher 
here tho I have wrote to you by every oppertunity on 
my way — it is very healthy here — I will just mention 
to you that I found Major Claybournes information 
respecting M r . Williams Quite Correct — and he and 
Shields remain satisfied with their Agreement — The 
Gentlemen here and the People generally have ex- 
pressed their great Satisfaction on our Arrival here — 
as I have not Time yet to write to any of our friends 
you will inform them of my arrival in good health. 

Thomas Rodney 

Thomas Rodney to Ccesar A. Rodney. 

Natchez Dec r . 5 th 1803 
My dear Son 

It gives me great Pleasure to hear you are all well at 
home and that my Papers are Safe and am glad to 
hear that Sally has gone up to stay at your House in 
your Absence, you will please to Supply her with fourty 
or fifty Dol\ on my Ace', as perhaps she may want to 
Purchase Cloathes and other Conveniences for her self 
— I regret that by our Boats sinking and being over set 
I lost my Mamoths tooth and all my Fosil Curiosities 
among them was some [torn] Metalic ones &c &c — 
Docf. M c Crery says [torn] been scarsely Unwell since 
he has been [torn] and that he thinks it healthier here 
than [torn] any part of Delaware Indeed it is very 
pleasant here and very much like our October there 
was but one death in Natchez last season among the 
Inhabitants of this City — There is a great deal of Gen- 
teel Company in the City and Country here not less 
than 30 or 40 Gentlemen Dine Breakfast and Sup at 
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Micheys Tavern every day & hitherto I have been 
obliged to be mostly in the City but after today shall 
be fixed at the Town of "Washington M r Williams and 
myself have took a room in a very genteel House in 
Washington where the whole House is very neat and 
Everything neatly Conducted both off us are Comfort- 
ably accommodated we have been received here with 
open arms and treated with great Politeness and hos- 
pitality but we find the business of this District will 
be arduous but we shall be urgent in gitting through 
it as soon as it is Possible — I have reed, two Letters 
from you here and the Papers came on Eegularly but 
you Have not sent me the Washington Intelligencer 
as I requested — I wished to have them from the Com- 
mencement of Congress — and shall send you on the 
Papers of this Place Regularly — The hill on which 
Natchez City stands is about 400 feet high and the 
Land generally high all the way to Washington but 
Uneven being in hills and dales — The Soil is a Mellow 
Clay Covered with a dark Mould and is rich The wood 
upon it is Chiefly Hickory, black Oak, W- Oak, with 
some Intermixture of walnut Mulberry &°. & c . Indeed 
if it was not for the long Moss which hangs on almost 
all the trees it would appear very much like some of 
the best parts of New Castle County This Moss is 
some of it Ten feet long and hangs down from the 
Limbs and bows of the Trees like a Dunkers beard and 
makes the wood look very Venerable — The Staple here 
is Cotton but when Corn is planted it is very abundant 
and from the appearance of the soil I think it would 
produce wheat Equally well — the wild undergrowth is 
Corse but between this and Washington is kept fed 
down by the Cattle and Horses that are turned on it — 
the Town of Washington is in the woods Chiefly and 
hardly a House in it Finished beside this one we board 
in, but the Situation is high healthy and Pleasant and 
the water fine — The Houses are Scattering and make 
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but an Indifferent appearance Governor Claybourne 
Expects to stay at Orleans 4 Months and from a Letter 
he received from the French Prefect before he went 
away he expected there would be no Difficulty about 
the Surrender of the Place — but I am astonished to see 
by the Papers that doubts should be sugested of the 
authority of our Governm'. to acquire new Territory 
of its wisdom in Regulat 8 . and governing such acquisi- 
tions — Our Governm 1 . is Certainly Calculated to gov- 
ern an hundred States with the same facility that 13 
required — some Temporary Government no doubt will 
be necessary till the Strangers that Inhabit that Coun- 
try become acquainted with our Mode of Government 
and until numerous Americans Imigrate to that Coun- 
try which indeed will rapidly take place for there is 
such a disposition to Imigrate there that it will be 
hardly possible to prevent However I doubt not the 
wisdom of the Present Government to Conduct the bus- 
iness with Propriety Please to present my Particular 
Respects to Mrs Nicholson 

Y r Affectionate Fr— 

Thomas Rodney 

Thomas Rodney to Ccesar A. Rodney. 

Washington Misisipi Territory Dec r . 8 th . 1803 
My dear Son 

Your Letter of the 20 tb Ult. came to hand by the last 
mail accompanied by Several packets covering Parts 
of the Report of the Secretary of the Treasury which 
have not yet had time to look over but shall not neg- 
lect them, and also a Pamphlet of Government infor- 
mation respecting Louisiana, and one of the same Kind 
from Docf. Lattimer who Represents this Territory in 
Congress which I request you to return him my very 
respectful thanks for with Informing him that I shall 
at all times receive with Pleasure any Communications 
he may think proper to make while I remain in this 
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Territory — We have Commenced the Preparitory bus- 
iness of the Board and have assigned the First three 
Causes Eegistered for hearing on Monday next and have 
Noticed the Claimants & c But I fear we shall have Diffi- 
culty in proceeding for want of Material papers which 
have not yet arrived and which I understood the Secret 7 
of the Treasury to say should be here against our arrival 
to wit the Report of the Commissioners on which the 
Law under which we are to act was founded and the 
Burbon Act of Georgia. The Register informed us that 
finding these papers had not Come he had wrote on to 
the Secret y . of the Treasury about them but least the 
hurry of business at this Time should occation his for- 
getting them I wish you to mention to him that they are 
Essintial in the Progress of our business here — Our 
business here will be arduous at best and some say that 
there are Claims to Every foot of Land in the Territory 
but at any rate they will be numerous Tho there are 
only about a dozen Come in yet, Many more however 
are preparing and they are Coming in Every day — 
All the Spanish Claims require more or less Transla- 
tion which Occasions some delay in bringing them for- 
ward — what progress we make by July next is uncer- 
tain but if you were here now you would probably have 
full business — and as we shall probably have great 
numbers of witnesses to examine respecting occupancy 
time of residence & c . & c . I fear the business will Con- 
tinue much Longer than July — I shall be very glad 
indeed to see you here next summer and Bishop has also 
wrote to me that he is determined to Come — Col- 
Tannell has lately sold 3500, Acres about 20 miles below 
Natchez near what is called the hights for Ten Dollars 
an acre — I was out at his House yesterday about 5 
miles from here to take the private of Examination of 
his wife and his acknowledgement of the Deed when 
he proposed Selling two other Tracts on one of 
which he lives in a very healthy part of the country 



Thomas Rodney. 213 

with all the Stock and grain now on them for 
25 Dol 8 . Less than the Land itself Cost him as his 
wife wants to git back to Georgia among her friends — 
Such a purchase if Bishop was here would suit him 
but not me at present Our Situation is the best to be 
had in this Place — Each of us have a small room — but 
I confes it would be more agreeable to me to reside 
in the City of Natchez during the winter season — M r 
Williams and myself are both in very good health and 
so are the Major and Shields — The Season here has 
hitherto been as pleasant as we could wish it — and the 
People are generally healthy The Commissioners pro- 
pose Mentioning to Government several defects that 
appear in the Law under which we are acting No At- 
torney is appointed to advocate the Bights of the 
United States against any bad Claims that may be set 
up — The Commissioners have authority to Examine 
witnesses on Oath but have no Express power to Com- 
pel them to Come before their Board — Nor any officer 
to Execute their Precepts nor even a Door Keeper yet 
they are Charged with the Decision of More Important 
Causes than is before any other Court in the Union 
and another thing seems to have been not well con- 
sidered It is Impossible for the Begister to Begister 
the caus or Claims as fast as they Come in So that he 
can have Very Little to assist the other Commissioners 
and he is pretty generally objected to by the People 
here as a Commissioner on ace*, of his being Inter- 
ested, or at least connected with a family, that are In- 
terested as it is Said in many Important & Extensive 
Claims — he has indeed hint d . this to us himself as 
meaning not as we Understood to sit with us in those 
cases yet there may be other cases Similarly Circum- 
stanced — So that M r . "Williams & myself are both of 
opinion as well as the people that it would have been 
better if Some more disinterested person had been ap- 
pointed tho we have had no reason yet to make any 
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Complaint ag\ M r . Turner and as Register no body 
objects to him — So that if M r . Briggs the Surveyor 
General had been directed to act as third Comm r . there 
wou'd have been no Complaint. 

Thomas Eodney. 

P. S. If you find an Opertunity you may Communi- 
cate the Contents of this Letter so far as it respects the 
business here to the President or to M r . Madison and M r . 
Gallatin — and Present my very Sincere Respects to 
them and I must request you to present my very 
friendly regard and respect to M r . Nicholson 

Since writing what I mentioned within M r . Turner 
has mentioned to us his desire of being Excused from 
acting as a Commissioner finding that his duty as 
Register requires all his time — but this will be men- 
tioned by us in our Joint Communication to Govern- 
ment respecting other defects in the Law some of 
which are also mentioned within — If the Legislature 
should amend or alter the Law so as to remedy these 
defects the sooner it is done the better — In Reading the 
Law under which we are acting you will see that there 
is a Certain description of Settlers here that were set- 
tled here when the Spaniards Evacuated this Terratory 
who had no Title but occupancy — These the Law allows 
a Donation of 640 acres of land Each — but there is 
another Class of Settlers that came Since the Spaniards 
went away who have no Title but occupancy and these 
Congress or the Law now only allows the right of pre- 
emtion to half a Sect", or 320 acres, but these are a 
mostly poor people and few of them able to pay for 
Even one hundred acres tho many of them have Com- 
fortable Improvements — Why did the Law make such 
a wide difference between those two Classes of Settlers 
— perhaps they designed to Check such intrusion yet 
if this was the view I cannot see but both Classes were 
Equally Culpable nor do I see any great wisdom in the 
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Measure but one that it will be productive of much 
distress to the Latter Settlers 

T. R. 
Dec r . 10 th Since writing the latter part the P. S. M r . 
Turner the Register has negated the desire Expressed 
by him last Evening — and as the Hollidays will take 
place before our dispatches arrive at the Federal City 
we have Postponed the Communication of the Board 
for amending the Law under which it is acting till 
next mail The Kentucky & Tennessee Horse for N. 
Orleans are not arrived here yet but are expected every 
day — The Troops under Gov r . Claybourne & e . left the 
hights at Fort Adams the day before yesterday and 
Expect to be at N. Orleans next week. 

It is rumoured here that Gov r . Claybourne means to 
relinquish the Government of this Terratory & that 
M r . Dawson of Virginia is talked of to succeed him 
which is greatly objected to by all who 1 have heard 
speak of it here — but I have no acquaintance with M r . 
Dawson and therefore Cannot Say whether he is sut- 
able or not — The most Considerate part of the People 
wish for a Serene experienced Conciliating Caracter 
Suted to Command respect and heal their animosities 
which Party has Stirred up — But as it behoves the 
Commissioners not to meddle in their fueds here I can 
say nothing more on this Subject — The Climate remains 
pleasant here and we all Continue in good health. 

M r . T. H. Williams who Came down with us from 
Louisville is still with us — He is a Meritorious young 
man out of business at present He has had a Classical 
Education and is a Correct Schollar and has read the 
Law He has wrote in Some of the Offices at Washing- 
ton and heretofore in Gov r . Volunts office at Tennessee 
He is a Sober and Sedate young man and a man of 
Strong Talants — and understands Surveying & c . I 
ment". him now that you may remember him if any- 
things turn up relative to this Part of the world 
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where such an one may be wanted and you should have 
an opertunity to mention him as I have a high opinion 
of his — but his modesty is such that I believe he will 
never ask for anything — 

T. R. 

Thomas Rodney to Ccesar A. Rodney. 

Washington Misisipi Terratory Dec r . 17 th 1803 
My dear Son 

None of us got any letters from the City by the last 
mail and I find I had by inattention & by the Hurry of 
business omitted sending several letters that were then 
written but the most material one to yourself went on — 
In which I had Spoken to some circumstances here re- 
specting our Register but as he declined the Resigna- 
tion he had proposed it will be best to say nothing about 
the matter for he has given no Cause to us in any degree 
to suspect his Integrity or fitness for his station — He 
is modest and attentive to his business and assiduous 
to discharge the duty of his station — In my last Letter 
as well as in one from Cincinnati I mentioned M r . T. H. 
W who came down with us from Louisville and is still 
with us here as a Companion — On my men 8 , to him 
that I had taken the Liberty of mentioning him to some 
of my friends at the Federal City as I fore saw many 
openings would soon take place in Louisiana & this 
Terratory — He produced a Letter from M r . Severn Pay- 
master of the Army to Coroborate the good opinion I 
had formed of him and I have inclosed you a Copy 
that if any opertunity offers it may be used in his Favor 
— I believe he would be pleased with the Postmaster- 
ship of New Orleans or any other appointment equally 
Respectable that would afford him a genteel maintin- 
ance — and Indeed he is perhaps as well qualified to be 
a Terratorial Just as most to be found in this Quarter 
of the world tho it is probable he would prefer some 
Executive station being in the Prime of life and Active 
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— but his Integrity talants and Education accompanied 
his modesty and moral rectitude may well Entitle him 
to Either and I think when the President becomes ac- 
quainted with his Carraeter he will remember him — 
He I believe would be willing to accept any respectable 
appointment on this side or west of the Misisipi — 

The weather here Continues fine and pleasant that is 
Cool nights white frost and clear mild days — not warm 
— I continue in good health & gaining Flesh — Indeed I 
am more healthy and robust than at any time before 
witbin 20 years past — 

We Expect 500 of the Tennessee Militia at this Place 
Every day — they are to remain at Fort Dearbourne 
near this Town till further orders — The Eiver has 
swelled 10 feet since we arrived and we Exp*. Gen 1 . 
Wilkinson &° are at N. Orleans nearly by this time — 
All Expect", of opposition has Ceased here as the mail 
is waiting I enclose you a Natchez paper or two and 
Cease writing for the present 

Y r . affec n . F.— 

Thomas Rodney. 

Thomas Rodney to Ccesar A. Rodney. 

Washington Misisipi Terratory Dec r . 23 d 1803. 
The two last mails bro*. us no Letters from the City 
of Washington — Tho we seldom omit writing one or 
another of us Every mail — we have not heard from N. 
Orleans yet since the Troop arrived there but expect 
to hear by the Post tomorrow— yesterday the two first 
Companies of the Tennessee Horse arrived at Fort 
Dearbourne a mile from this town But we were all In 
the City of Natchez at a Dinner given by the Corpora- 
tion to the Commissioners — The Commissioners of. 
the Tombigbee district being also there they arrived at 
Natchez last week and Dined once out here with us and 
we once with them Since they arrived and yesterday 
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we all Dined with the Corporation where 34 gentlemen 
sat down to a very Elegant Dinner at 3 o 'Clock when 
the whole Company were Social and Joyous we Re- 
turned again in the Evening — The other Commis- 
sioners Intend leaving Natchez tomorrow in a schooner 
going down the River by the way of N. Orleans and so 
round to Tombigbee — Col. Kirby one of them is an 
old Revolutionary officer who feels still the Effects of 
Some Severe wounds in the defence of his Country, is 
the same Person run by the Democrats in Connecticut 
last year for Governor and is a gentlemany Sensible 
man and bares his age very well — M r . Nicholas ap- 
pears to be a Sensible Cleaver young man — another 
Company of the Tennessee Troops came in this after- 
noon & say the remainder of 500 now on the way will 
be here tomorrow — As to our business we are doing 
a great deal without making much Progress — The 
government has sent us here without any information 
we Expected to find all the Docquements and Informa- 
tion here Necessary to Enable us to proceed immedi- 
ately through the business as the Law prohibits our 
adjourning for more than three days at a time till 
April next — yet the Law has given the Claimants till 
the last of March to bring in their Claims and untill 
they all Come in it is difficult for the Commissioners 
to know how the Claims interfere and are adverse one 
to another — Unless we had been furnished with maps 
of the Original Grants &c to show their Interferences 
and where they ly and wither the Claims of Donation 
& Preemtion interfere with them or any of them, and 
this kind of Information we must have before we Can 
decide in any particular Case and we are obliged to 
hunt it up as far as Can be obtained here — we have 
heard that one gentleman has a map of the Brittish 
Grants & Survey and that another has a map of the 
Spanish grants & surveys — and we have requested the 
Surveyor General to Endeavor to procure us Copies of 
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them — we have also after great Search and Enquiry- 
obtained a printed Copy of the Report of the Commis- 
sioners, and the Cession and agreement with Georgia 
and the Bourbon Act &° which we Expected Govern- 
ment would have supplied us with, but we are still with- 
out Docquements to ascertain the Indian boundary Line, 
and without the Treaties relative to this Country &c. — 
we sent on a Joint address to the Government relative 
to some defects in the Law directed to the Secretary of 
the Treasury in which we Ventured to recommend to 
the Legislature the propriety of including the actual 
Settlers between the Evacuation of the Spainards and 
passing the Act in the Donation Clauses or at least to 
bestow on them some degree of donation as most of 
them are too poor to purchase under the privilege of 
preemtion nor do we find that the former Settlers are 
Entitled to so great a difference of favor — As I know 
that the Secretary of the Treasury thought the Land 
Law here defective in some respects we have conjec- 
tured that perhaps the Docquements that were to have 
been sent on to us were Retain as necessary to git the 
Law amended and we have not had lazure to write to 
him jointly on this Subject and therefore wish you to 
take an opertunity of mentioning what is here Com- 
municated to him — we find the business is here very 
Important and are desirous of doing it in the most up- 
right manner to the best of our information & judgment 
and if the business of amending the Law should be 
taken up in the Legislature it will be well for them to 
know that most of those who Claim under the Donation 
Section have taken up the opinion that they have all a 
right to Claim 640 Acres and make their Surveys ac- 
cordingly so as to include that quantity without regard 
to any bounds they had designated to themselves before 
— this bounty if Intended to Each of them seems thought 
here too Extravagant and it would have been more 
Satisfactory to have given a Donation of 320 Acres to 
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Each, including all the Settlers previous to passing the 
Law, but it is late and I can say no more on this sub- 
ject— 

Give my Love to Susan and the children and my 
respects to all Enquiring friends — particularly to 
Capt n . Hume & family — I still continue well & desire 
you will be careful of your own health. I have omitted 
in Several Letters to request you to have me a light 
chaise made in Wilmington nice & not Clumsy to be 
sent round by the spring & before warm weather — as it 
will then be too warm here to ride on Horseback — I go 
to Jefferson Court next Monday week 

Y r . affet e . Father 

Thomas Eodney 

I have heard several respectable gentlemen here men- 
tion your maiden speech with a high degree of approba- 
tion — remember always to take a clear and compre- 
hensive view of your subject before you speak. 

Be not hasty to engage in Trifling disputes it is more 
dignified to reserve yourself for Important questions 
and you will have the more time to consider and pre- 
pair your mind for them — I wish some printer would 
Collect all the Speeches on the Subject of altering the 
mode of Choosing a President & bind them in a pamph- 
let — and if it should be done remember to send me one. 

Misisipi Territory. 

Claybourne Governor. 

This Territory is bounded on the East by the State 
of Georgia, on the south by west Floraday and on the 
west by the Misisipi — It Extends the line of Floraday 
or 31 st . degree of N. L. up the Misisipi to Chicasaw 
Bluffs — The natches and the Country on the Yazoo 
Eiver is described by Hutchins late geographer of the 
IT. S. as the finest part of the U. S. There being a 
Variety of soil and all rich and Covered chiefly Large 
Lofty and fine Timber such as Poplar, Walnut Hickory 
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& c . &°. and adapted to the Produce of Tobacco Hemp, 
Flax, Barley wheat Cotton, Indigo & c and various Trop- 
ical fruits — It is 140, miles from the mouth of the 
Misisipi to New Orlians and 100, miles above new Or- 
leans to the Natches, the present Seat of Governm*. for 
that Terratory — The Indians that formerly Inhabited 
the Natches and Yazoo Country, are said to be now Ex- 
tinct — The several routs from Delaware to that Set- 
tlement is by way of Fort Pitt & thence down the Ohio 
and Misisipi— 300, to Fort Pitt— 900 to the Misisipi, 
and then 7 or 800, to Natches — Or by Sea to New Or- 
leans & then up the Eiver to the Natches or through 
the Middle Country to Tenesee & thence by the New 
road throug the Indian Country and Wilderness. Or 
by the Sea Mail road to Augusta in Georgia and thence 
through Georgia and the Country of the Creek Indians 
to the Natches — The rout by Fort Pitt & down the 
Ohio in going and by Georgia or Tenesee in returning — 
the above Country is well furnished with Cattle and 
Horses &c. and two Crops of Indian Corn may be raised 
there in a year and its aptness to produce the finest 
fruits must make it abundant & living Cheap & c . — So 
that it may be expected to rise into a State in four or 
five years — 

Moore in his geographical Grammar published in 
1798, says there were then about 2 Thousand families 
settled at the Natches and on Yazoo Eiver — and many 
others on Tombigbee Eiver — They have no doubt 
greatly increased there since that time — There was 
some discontent in that Territory while Eliot was there 
and More under Winthrop Sargent's government — who 
was displaced, and Claybourne a young man, appointed 
against whom no Complaint has yet app d . but Certainly 
such an Important Place require the wisdom of age & 
Experience to govern & Conduct it in the best manner. 
I trust if I should go there as a Commissioner and a 
judge, that I shall go forth under the banners of the 
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Most high God, who, when the People of America sank 
down in the Presence of their adversaries, raised them 
up again, defended their Liberty, Protected their Rights 
and Established their Independence — and when I arrive 
on the border of our Western Territory I Entreat him, 
that the Light of heaven may Shine blissfully on it; 
That the Eivers may flow with milk and Honey; That 
the Little Streams may pour forth the pure waters of 
life ; and that the Wilderness may bud and blossom like 
the Eose — That Wisdom and Justice may sit on the 
Hills and pour their renovating streams over the plains 
— That the Arts and Science may spread abroad their 
Snowy wings and shed their sweet Influence, with all 
the Charms of Use and beauty, among its Shades — and 
that Commerce may ride in Triumph on its waves ! 

Memo. 

An Ordinance of the Old Congress made the 13 th day 
of July 1787 Regulates the Terratory of the U. S. N. W. 
of the Ohio. 

An Act passed by Congress April the 7 th . 1798. 
Established the Misisipi Terratory and bounds it on the 
west by the River Misisipi on the North by a line due 
East from said River at the mouth of the Yafous, to 
the Chatahoucha River, on the East by said River, and 
on the South by the 31 degree of North Latitude — re- 
serving the right and Claim of Georgia and individ". 
&c — This Act authorizes the President to Estab- 
lish a government there similar to the government 
N. W. of the Ohio, as Established by the above 
mentioned Ordinance — Officers to be appointed by the 
President by and with the advice of the Senate or by 
the President in the recess of Congress — 10,000, dol- 
lars applied to that use — and to authorize the President 
to appoint Commissioners to Settle and agree with 
Comrn 8 appointed by Georgia respecting the Claim of 
said State &c. 
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Note — Coram, were appointed by both parties and 
an agreement made and Confirmed by Congress by an 
Act passed the 3 d of March 1803. which act Divides 
said Terratory into two districts one west and the other 
East of Pearl Eiver, and authorises the President to 
appoint a Register and Receiver in Each district and 
two Commissioners for Each district — The Register 
and Board of Commissioners in Each to form a board of 
Comm 9 . to determine all Individual Claims granted by 
Spain England or Georgia & Each board to have a Clk. 
appointed by the board — a Surveyor Genl. also to be ap- 
pointed by the President and to appoint his own Depu- 
ties &°. Salaries in said district — 

Governor 2000, Dol 8 . Claybourne of Tennessee 

Governor 
4 Comm 8 . 2000, Each Davis of Kaintucky — Judge 
surveyor Gen 1 . 1,500, — 
3 Judges for Terratory 800, each 
Register as Comm 8 500, 
2 Clerks — 750 each & two for each Certificate 



Omitted — The Act of Congress passed May 10th 1800— 
This act refers to and Establishes the ordinance of 
1787, and the Act of Congress of the 7 th of August 
1789 relative to the Terratory N. W the Ohio— for the 
Misisipi Terratory also — and Enacts that untill there 
is 5000, free male Inhabitants of full age they may form 
a Legislature (for the Terratory) of 9 representatives 
Adams County 4 — Pickering County 4 & Tombigbee & 
Tenasaw Settlements 1 — first Election to be on 1, of 
July 1800 — Election to be regulated afterwards by 
Legislature to Convene at the Town of Matches in Sepf. 
following — after five thousand to have two Houses as 
by the Ordinance af a . and to meet &c — Comm 8 . are au- 
thorized to settle with Georgia &° Comm 8 . under this 
Act may hear individual claims and Compromise with 
them & c . 
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Thomas Rodney to Cksar A. Rodney. 

Washington Jan y . 21 8t . 1804. 
My dear Son 

I returned from Jefferson District Court on Sunday 
last where there was a good deal of business and among 
other things May & Sutton two of Masons men were 
Indicted and bro\ for Trial when their Counsel Mess r . 
Brazil Hardin and Parot objected to the Jurisdiction 
of the Court — There being only two Judges on the 
Bench to wit M r . Ker and myself we were divided in 
opinion Judge Ker being of opinion that the Court had 
not Jurisdiction and unguardedly said he should think 
himself a murderer if he assented to their Trial — This 
had such an Irritating effect on the Crowd of by 
standers that I saw it necessary to say Something to 
them by way of quieting them — to prevent mischief for 
such is the popular resentment of the people ag\ Ma- 
sons band of Eobers that the Judge would have been 
in danger of being Insulted. 

This question I have heard since had been Decided 
here before when Judges Lewis and Bruin were on the 
Bench and when Mason himself was Convicted some 
years ago but made his escape from Prison afterwards 
— The objection made by the Counsel for the Prisoners 
was that the Bobery was Committed above the Yazoo 
Eiver out of the bounds of this Territory &°. I was of 
opinion that the Court had jurisdiction on either of 
two grounds First that the Cession of Georgia Con- 
firmed by Congress Extends the Government of this 
Terratory over all that Tract of Land Ceded to the 
United States by Georgia but supposing this not to be 
the Case — then the Court had Jurisdiction under the 
Act of Congress which gives Jurisdiction to the Courts 
of that district where the Prisoner is first bro\ or within 
which he is first apprehended when offences are Com- 
mitted in the Indian Country out of the Limitts of any 
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particular State & c . and such too I find is the opinion 
of most If not all the Counsel at the barr here not En- 
gaged for the Prisoners and of my brother Commis- 
sioner Eobert Williams who is an able Counsellor — 
The governor has since Issued a Commission for hold- 
ing a Special Court for the Trial of said Prisoners 
when it is Expected that Judge Bruin will attend and 
Unite with me in the question of Jurisdiction — which 
Court will be held next Monday week to wit on the thir- 
tieth of this Instant. We hear frequently from New 
Orleans All things go on quietly there except a few 
digressions of not much moment — A Little disturbance 
it seems happened between some of the americans & 
French wither an American or French Tune should be 
played but was soon quieted Also a report got spread 
that the Gov r . had ordered the Pickets round the Town 
to be used for firewood and the Negros & Servants took 
them nearly all away before the thing was discovered— 
yet it is not uncommon on such changes of Government 
for Greater mischief than this to Ensue — Arch y . Mc- 
Call and L Williams from Kent arrived here a few days 
ago by way of New Orleans Our Trunks also arrived 
Safe last week — we have had Large white Frosts lately 
here but no snow yet The Clymate is still mild and 
pleasant and we all [covered by seal] in good healthy 
& it is generally healthy — and [covered by seal] sort 
of People here are Social and hospitable — They had 
a Great ball at our House the night before last where 
there were 25 well dressed Ladies and as many young 
gentlemen — Give my love to Susan & the children and 
my respects to all Enquiring friends particularly to 
M r . Nicholson — 

Thomas Eodney. 

P. S. Jan y . 21. — I forgot to mention that before I 

went to Jefferson District Court Secref. West now 

Exercising the office of Governor here, upon hearing of 

our gitting quiet possession of Louisiana gave a public 
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Entertainment and Invited the Commissioners Tennes- 
see officers and a number of other gentlemen to his feast 
where we drank a number of Patriotic Toasts and spent 
the day with great accord and pleasantry — The Toasts 
were published in the Natchez paper which I shall In- 
close to you if I can git one but being away at Court 
when it came out mine was snatched away by some- 
body — The People here Continue very polite and 
friendly towards us Indeed I have had ten Invitations 
for every one business will allow me to accept of for to 
accept of them all would take up my whole Time yet 
in respect to our own duty as Commissioners we should 
have time Enough if the Law did not prohibit our ad- 
journing for more than three days for as it is necessary 
the Claims should be recorded before we finally decide 
on them and should all be delivered in before we can 
assertain the Conflicting Claims we can do but Little 
till April and afterwards as there will be 3 or 4 thous- 
and Claims the Register will hardly git them all re- 
corded by November next if then, so many of them 
being in Spanish and it being difficult to git a Spanish 
Clerk &°. Indeed as we are obliged to have all the Span- 
ish Grants translated on oath There appears to me no 
necessity of Recording the Spanish Originals only the 
Translations and this would avoid great Expense and 
Trouble to the Claimants and greatly Expedite the 
whole business we have suggested this to M r . Gallatin 
in a joint Letter with other Observations and I wish 
you to Communicate it to M r . Nicholson who was Chair- 
man of the Committee that bro\ in the Bill of the Law 
we are acting Under, and such others as you may Chuse 
so that if Congress pass a Suplement to the Law it 
may render it as Complete as possible and Congress 
upon reflections will see the necessity of allowing us to 
adjourn from Time to Time as the State of the busi- 
ness requires — and of allowing a longer Time to make 
report than the Present Law has Limitted for Certain 
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it is the business Cannot be done within that Time in 
this district and Certainly they Cannot doubt but the 
Comm s . will proceed in the business as fast as it is pos- 
sible for them to do it with propriety and Justice for 
my brother Williams is anxious to return to his family 
and I am not less anxious to return to my friends & 
to the Italy of America the Peninsula and the Garden 
of that Italy Kent on Delaware — Yet we could not be 
Entertained abroad with more Politeness and friendly 
Hospitality than we are here 

T. R. 

(To be continued.) 



